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June 2026
To Pastorates and Parishes considering partnering with the Evangelical Catholic,

Over the past several years, our parishes have partnered with the Evangelical Catholic as we have
sought to strengthen discipleship and evangelization across our parishes. Our parishioners have
always had a genuine enthusiasm for the faith, but we recognized that we needed help equipping
pecple with the heart, habits, and confidence to live as missionary disciples in their everyday lives. The
EC Reach More Mission process has been practical, accessible, and born fruit in the lives of those who
have gone through it so far. Those who have participated have grown in intentionality in their prayer,
relationships, and witness, while also becoming more confident in discerning God's call and mission for
their daily lives.

As a pastor, | have found the partnership especially vaiuable because it provides both vision and
practical guidance that can be difficult to develop alone amid the many demands of parish ministry. The
coaching and support offered by our EC consultant, Josh, have helped translate broad evangelization
goals into concrete next steps in rural communities. The EC has also been able to invest in and
accompany key parish leaders in ways that | simply do not have the time or capacity to do on my own.
This has helped build a stronger culture of discipleship among our leadership and has given us greater
unity and clarity of purpose. | regularly keep the EC's Heart and Habits of Mission and Foundational
Principles at my desk and strive to incorporate them into our parish culture and decision-making.

The long-term impact of this parthership is becoming increasingly visible. A few years ago, Josh
provided a visioning framewaork that challenged me to think intentionally about adult faith formation and
evangelization over the course of several years, From that vision, we have been working toward
establishing seven annual staples of adult faith formation. We have already impiemented four of these
offerings and are working on a roadmap for continued growth. Over the past year, we have begun
integrating this vision in our parishes of Waukon, Hanover, and Dorchester, and we fook forward to
expanding it throughout our newly formed pastorate. The Evangelical Catholic has helped us move
from simply hoping for growth in discipleship to having a concrete, sustainable plan for cultivating it. We
still have lots of work to do, but | am very hopeful for what is to come. We will continue to pray to the
master of the harvest. May he send more laborers for the vineyard.

In Christ,
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Rev. Joseph Sevcik
Pastor, Waukon Area Pastorate
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